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Beaten but not out 

THE 2010 ELECTIONS were a humiliation 
for the British National Party. It went into them 
boasting that it was going to take control of 
Barking and Dagenham council, win as many as 
four parliamentary seats and gain dozens of new 
councillors. It end up with nothing, even losing 
all but two of the 28 seats it was defending. 
Griffin received a lower vote share than the BNP 
received in Barking in 2005 and Simon Darby 
came embarrassingly fourth with a paltry 7.7% 
in Stoke Central. 

The BNP was partly undone by its own 
expectations. As usual, and often as a way of 
raising money, Nick Griffin promised that 
victory was probable. He raised the money but 
also the anticipation. But it was also defeated by 
a determined opposition — both a rejuvenated 
Labour Party and a huge anti-fascist campaign. 

Our statistics speak for themselves. Over 1.5 
million HOPE not hate newspapers and leaflets 
were distributed and thousands of people were 
involved in the campaign, many for the very first 
time. Over 350,000 pieces of literature were 
distributed in Barking and Dagenham alone. 
More importantly we identified and targeted the 
anti-BNP vote. 

The BNP is now in turmoil. Griffin is on 
the ropes and his leadership is in question. 
The business affairs of Jim Dowson are 
increasingly under the spotlight and, perhaps, 
soon under investigation. Longstanding 
members are in open revolt. Something, and 
probably someone, will have to give. 

But it is too early to write the party’s obituary. 
Griffin and his fascist ilk have been in 
trouble before but managed to survive. 
More importantly, the conditions that have given 
rise to the BNP — economic decline, racism, 
insecurity at work and political disillusionment — 
remain and will probably grow as jobs are lost in 
the forthcoming public sector cuts. 

The BNP might be down but do not discount 
the far right yet. 


Thank you 

I would like thank all our readers who supported 
the HOPE not hate campaign. Whether you 
helped us deliver leaflets, made phone calls, 
donated money or simply spread the word, 
you have played a part in an unbelievable 
campaign. We can rightly be proud of what we 
achieved together and I hope you will stay with 
the HOPE not hate campaign over the 
forthcoming year. =i 


Campaigning — 2 


The 2010 elections were a disaster for the British National | 
Party and nowhere more so than in Barking and 
Dagenham where the fascist party had hoped to take 
control of the council. Nick Lowles reports on an election 
campaign which has brought the BNP leader to his knees. 
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Richard Barnbrook is 
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he writing was on the 

wall even before the first 

vote was counted in the 

council elections in § 
Barking and Dagenham. A few | 
hours earlier Goresbrook Leisure 
Centre had been packed out to 
watch Margaret Hodge’s massive 
victory over BNP leader Nick 
Griffin. While no one expected 
him to win, his 14.6% share 
of the vote was well below 
expectations. 

On the Friday afternoon local 
BNP leader Richard Barnbrook 
and fellow Goresbrook candidate 
Eddy Butler looked nervous as 
the votes were being counted. 
“It’s going to be a whitewash,” 
moaned Barnbrook. Another 
BNP candidate came up to 
compare notes. In the course of 
the conversation she began to 
blame the HOPE not hate 
campaign for their defeat. 
Barnbrook concurred. 

Within the hour the results 
had been announced and the 
BNP had lost every single seat to 
Labour. In one of the most dramatic 
turnarounds in these elections, the 
Labour Party was swept back into 
power with all 51 seats, leaving the BNP 
with nothing. 

It had all seemed so different last 
autumn when the BNP began its 
campaign, buoyed up by its stunning 
victories in 2006, when it saw 12 of 
its 13 candidates elected, and its strong 
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showing in the 2008 London election, 
where it polled above Labour in eight of 
the borough’s 17 wards and came very 
close in another two. 

At stake was control of its first council 
and a £200m a year budget. A victory 
here would have eclipsed anything the 
party had achieved until now and 
opened the door to future gains in local 
government, starting with the all-out 
elections in Stoke-on-Trent in 2011. 

But the BNP was never going to get 
its own way. Even before Griffin 
announced his decision to stand for the 
Barking parliamentary seat, the local 
Labour Party had begun to regroup. 
Stunned by the BNP gains in 2006, 
both Barking and the new Dagenham 
& Rainham constituency Labour 
parties (CLPs) were fighting hard to 
reconnect with voters. Quietly but 
steadily the two CLPs were leafleting, 
canvassing and generally talking to 
voters in a way they had not done for 
many years. By election day both CLPs 
had over 20,000 identified Labour 
voters to turn out. 

The BNP was at a disadvantage the 
moment the general election was called 
for 6 May. With an increased turnout 
and little opportunity to get much 
media attention the party would 
struggle. Without the media frenzy 
that accompanied its 2006 campaign 
it was simply unable to match 
the sophistication and intensity of the 
Labour operation. However, it also 
made a number of serious errors that 
undermined its campaign. 

The first was choosing Griffin as its 


parliamentary candidate for Barking. 
While he had a national image he was 
viewed unfavourably even by BNP 
supporters. For the Labour Party and 
anti-fascists alike, there was no greater 
motivator to build activism than the 
presence of the BNP leader. 

Perhaps the BNP thought Griffin 
was in with a chance. More likely his 
ego was such that he wanted to have the 
highest vote of any BNP candidate in 
the election. It would, after all, not be 
the first time that had happened. 

Either way, Griffin was a distraction, 
sweeping the party off course from its 
main goal, the council. The media 
focused in on his absence and the 
HOPE not hate campaign was able to 
link the local candidates with their 
leader. “Vote BNP locally and get 
Griffin”, was our message. 

The BNP also ran a_ strange 
campaign. Rather than concentrating 
on council issues, be it Labour’s failures 
or its own policies, the BNP adopted a 
scattergun approach which had no 
obvious theme or consistent thread. 

This failure to stay on track was most 
evident in the BNP’s response to the 
HOPE not hate campaign. Virtually 
every leaflet contained some attack on 
us and as the campaign drew to a close 
it became more hysterical to the point 
where the BNP spent the last few days 
before polling day delivering a leaflet 
dedicated to condemning us. We were 
overjoyed. Not only did it prove that we 
were having an impact, but a final leaflet 
attacking us rather than putting 
forward the BNP’s own policies must 
have meant nothing to the electorate. 

It was a surprisingly poor BNP 
campaign given that Butler, one of the 
few members with any proper electoral 
skills, was a local candidate. In fact, it 
was a less sophisticated campaign than 
that of 2006. It really had none of 
the modern campaign techniques that 
Butler had displayed in a number of by- 
election wins a few years ago. 

The BNP was not helped by the deep 
divisions in its ranks. Barnbrook and his 
deputy, Bob Bailey, hated one another as 
was clearly evident on election night 
when the two did not share a word. 

Worse still was the choice of 
candidates and where they were placed. 

The BNP could only muster 34 
candidates for the council’s 51 seats. 
Barnbrook had tried to submit more 
but several prospective candidates 
were ruled out for not being on the 
electoral register. 

Even with 34, the BNP still 
potentially had enough to take the 


council but for some strange reason 


the party decided to place one in each 
of the 17 wards, including those where 
it had absolutely no chance of winning, 
while failing to contest all three seats 
in some wards where it had done well in 
2006 and 2008. 

The BNP had also moved in a 
number of candidates from other 
parts of London. While this was done 
to ensure it had some politically 
experienced people in the event of 
winning control of the council, this 
undermined its attempts to portray 
itself as a local party. Worse still was 
that one of the candidates was Jeffrey 
Marshall, the central London BNP 
organiser who last year had applauded 
the death of David Cameron's 
disabled son. This was an absolute gift 
and one for which we really went after 
the BNP. 

The BNP’s shortcomings should take 
nothing away from the campaign against 
the BNP. As mentioned earlier the 
Labour Party stepped up to the 
challenge. Both Hodge and Jon Cruddas 
organised their teams to take on their 
opponents through traditional doorstep 
campaigning backed up by modern 
election techniques. This was com- 
plemented by a huge anti-fascist effort. 


Unpopular 

The HOPE not hate campaign 
set out to suppress the BNP vote 
while mobilising the anti-BNP vote. 
To suppress the BNP vote we focused 
on the BNP’s extremism, poor record 


as councillors and in particular 
Nick Griffin. 
Research commissioned at the 


beginning of the year showed that 
Griffin was viewed suspiciously by local 
people, even among BNP supporters. 
He was seen as more extreme than 
the local BNP, largely because of 
his National Front background, and his 
decision to stand in Barking while an 
MEP in the North West was perceived 
as an attempt to exploit local people. 

Towards the end of the campaign 
we hit the BNP hard on the appalling 
performance of its councillors. 
We produced an “Apology” leaflet, 
customised to each ward that had had 
a BNP councillor. The deliberately 
confusing headline appeared to have the 
desired effect. It was read by BNP 
supporters and they were shocked at 
what they saw. 

But the HOPE not hate campaign 
was far more sophisticated than to rely 
only on leaflets. We dissected the 
electorate and particularly targeted 
those groups least likely to support the 
BNP. They included women, black and 


Asian voters and older voters, and we 
produced specific material for them. 
We employed a worker to focus on the 
faith communities, particularly the 
black Christian population, and spread 
the message of HOPE around the 
churches and mosques. 

On the final Sunday of the campaign 
we distributed a leaflet that opened up 
into a poster depicting 15 local pastors 
calling for people to turn out and vote. 
We spoke at several churches, including 
one in Barking with a congregation of 
2,000 people. 

The response from our supporters 
across London was phenomenal. 
Since opening our Dagenham office in 
mid January we estimate that over 1,500 
different people got involved in our 
campaign, with over 1,000 active in the 
final three weeks. On Saturday 17 April 
an astonishing 541 people helped 
deliver 92,000 newspapers. On Monday 
3 May, 385 people delivered 55,000 
leaflets and on election day itself 176 
people knocked on 6,000 doors in our 
key wards. 


Others helped too. Hundreds of 
people took part in our online telephone 
canvassing tools which resulted in 
thousands of phone calls being made to 
identify anti-BNP voters in the 
borough, and thousands donated to 
the campaign. 

In the final few days of the campaign 
it was clear that the BNP was failing. 
Although the party was putting a lot of 
activists out onto the streets there was a 
sense of desperation. There was no 
focus and clearly the far-right party had 
little idea who its voters were. The BNP 
was campaigning in areas where it 
clearly had little chance of winning and 
its activists were getting more aggressive 
on the streets. 

Bailey’s violent attack on an Asian 
youth was clearly the culmination of 
their despair. 

The hard work paid off and the BNP 
was roundly defeated. In many wards, 
including some of the BNP’s key 
targets, the margin of victory between 
the BNP and Labour was huge. 

Griffin appeared during the local 


aith leaders join Eddie Izzard 
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election count promising to “not leave 
any bodies behind”. Although he did 
exactly that, leaving well before the final 
results had been announced, his 
description of the carnage unfolding 
was apt. 

The BNP was annihilated and so was 
its dream of taking control of its first 
council. Barnbrook promised that he 
would be back but there really appears 
to be no way back for the BNP locally. 
Demoralisation has set in and several of 
the candidates have already left the 
area. While the BNP will always have a 
reservoir of support on the Becontree 
estate, this was its last real chance to 
take the council. Younger people are 
starting to mix in a way that their 
parents did not and _ changing 
demographics should put most of 
the borough well out of the BNP’s 
reach when the council is contested 
again in 2014. 

The BNP suffered a humiliating 
defeat and no one more so than Griffin 
himself. It may well be one from which 
he will never recover. ~=a 


DEFEATED 


BNP leader weakened after poll disaster 


By Nick Lowles 


Nick Griffin fights for 
his political future 


Plain childish: the BNP “Marmite” party political broadcast 


ritish National Party leader 

Nick Griffin is battling for his 

political future amid growing 

disquiet over his leadership, a 
disastrous electoral campaign and the 
overall running of the party. This comes 
after the BNP spectacularly failed in its 
bid to win control of Barking & 
Dagenham council, lost all but two of 
the 28 council wards it was defending 
and was humiliated in Stoke-on-Trent, 
a city recently described by Griffin as 
it’s “jewel in the crown’. 

It had been an awful election 
campaign for the BNP leader. 
His former right-hand man Mark 
Collett had been arrested for threatening 
to kill him, the party’s website went 
down in the last few days of the 
campaign after the webmaster walked 
out, the party is being taken to court by 
the multinational company Unilever 
following the childish use of a Marmite 
jar on a version of its party political 
broadcast and its London organiser 
has been arrested for affray after 
being filmed kicking an Asian youth in 
the head. 

He also had to face a far more 
sophisticated and determined opposition. 


Deluded 

It all looked so different at the outset of 
the campaign. The BNP boasted that it 
could gain as many as four MPs, take 
control of Barking & Dagenham 
council and make major inroads into 
Stoke-on-Trent ahead of next year’s all 
out local elections. Nationally, the BNP 


predicted that it would win dozens of 
new council seats. 

With the economy worsening Griffin 
believed that voters would finally break 
with the mainstream parties and head 
in his direction. “The chickens are 
going to come home to roost in a 
monstrous way very soon,” he boasted 
to journalists as he announced his own 
candidature in Barking. 

The BNP stood 338 candidates in the 
general election, a record number for a 
far-right party in Britain, surpassing the 
303 contested by the National Front in 
1979. The party also stood 737 
candidates in the local elections. 

Buoyed up by its victory in the 
European election last year the BNP 
leadership truly believed they were 
riding on a wave of public support and 
future success was probable. All across 
the country party meetings were held to 
raise the £300,000 required for general 
election deposits and leaflet costs. 
Members were told, once again, that 
this was going to be their year. 

Although this strategy successfully 
raised the money, it also raised 
members’ expectations to a level that 
was unachievable. This was the BNP’s 
first of many mistakes of the campaign. 

A year ago the far-right party polled 
6.4% of the national vote in the 
European election but this time it 
achieved only 1.9%. While it only 
contested 338 of the 632 English, 
Welsh and Scottish seats, that was still 
over half and there was no real 
improvement on the party’s vote in 


2005 bearing in mind the much larger 
number of candidates this time. 

It was obvious that the BNP would 
get squeezed by the main parties in the 
general election, especially in the key 
seats where the main parties focus their 
efforts. However, the party hoped that it 
had established itself as a significant 
force in its heartlands to sustain its vote 
but this did not prove to be the case. 
If anything, its share of the vote in these 
areas slipped even further, which will be 
a huge disappointment given the rise of 
the party’s fortunes since 2005. 

This was the case in the BNP’s 
two national priority seats, Barking 
and Stoke-on-Irent Central. Despite 
boasting that both were winnable the 
BNP share of the vote went down. 
In Barking, where Griffin was standing, 
its vote dropped from 16.9% in 2005 
to 14.6%. In Stoke-on-Trent Central, 


Table 1: 2005 v 2010 election results 
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Table 2: General Election results 


Constituency Vote % 
} Barking 6,620 14.6 
; Dagenham & Rainham A522 
{ Rotherham 3,906 10.4 
| Stoke-on-Trent South 3,762 9.4 
| West Bromwich West 3,394 9.4 
[Burnley 3,747 9.0 
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Nick Griffin speaks at the Civic Hall with candidates (left to right) 
Michael Coleman, Simon Darby, Nick Griffin and Melanie Baddeley, as 
the BNP launches its 2010 general election manifesto in Stoke-on-Trent 


where deputy leader Simon Darby was 
standing, its vote dropped from 7.8% 
in 2005 to 7.7%. 

In other key BNP areas, such as 
Burnley, the BNP vote also fell. In the 
two West Yorkshire constituencies of 
Dewsbury and Keighley the BNP vote 
was less than half of what it was in 
2005. [see table 1] 

There were some quite significant 
increases in the BNP vote in some 
constituencies, which reflects the 
changing areas of support for the party. 
In Barnsley Central the BNP polled 
8.9% compared to just 4.9 in 2005. 
In nearby Rotherham the BNP polled 
10.4% as opposed to 6.6% last time. 
[see table 2] 

The BNP increased its vote across 
Greater Manchester, Leeds and parts of 
the East Midlands. However, it did not 
do as well as expected in the North East 
and East of England. 

The BNP had hoped to do better in 
the local elections, believing that local 
issues and a greater desire to register a 
protest vote would allow the party to 
take dozens of council seats. It not only 
failed to do that but lost 26 of the 28 
seats it was defending. Among the 
losers were Chris Beverley (Leeds), 


Roger Roberts (Kirklees) and Russell 
Green and Carl Butler in Sandwell. 
The party also lost three councillors in 
Epping Forest, and two each in Burnley 
and Stoke-on-Trent. 

Overall the BNP stood 737 council 
candidates and averaged 9.5% of the 
vote. This was well down on previous 
years and is another reflection of the 
party’s vote being squeezed. 

Yet again, some of the biggest declines 
were in its target areas. In 2006 the BNP 
averaged 41% of the vote in the seven 
wards it contested in Barking & 
Dagenham. In these same seven wards 
the BNP average vote this time dropped 
to 23.3%. There was also a significant fall 
in the BNP vote in Stoke-on-Trent. 

Despite the reduced support in 
Barking & Dagenham the BNP still 
received its highest average share of the 
vote here. 

However, we have to caution against 
complacency. Any BNP vote of above 
20% in 2010 is, in my view, a potential 
winning vote in a non-general election 
year, especially with a declining 
economy and massive cuts among the 
lower skilled end of the public sector, 
which we are likely to see over the next 
couple of years. The BNP managed to 
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obtain above 20% in 25 council wards, 
seven of which were in Barking & 
Dagenham. [see Table 3] 


Around the country there were 
some areas where the BNP advanced. 
The party solidified its strength in South 
and West Yorkshire. Half its top ten 
general election results were achieved in 
the county, as well as four of the top ten 
average local authority votes. It re- 
emerged organisationally in Bradford but 


Table 4: Strongest BNP votes by 
local authority area 


Local authority Wards contested % 
| Barking &Dagenham 1718.2 
Re ee 
[Stoke-on-Trent 616.5. 
[Burnley 10 15.8 
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Table 3: Top 25 BNP ward results 


dropped back in Keighley and Kirklees. 

Pendle, in the North West, produced 
the top and third highest BNP council 
ward votes in the country and across the 
borough the party averaged 16.9%, 
second only to Barking & Dagenham. 
Elsewhere in the region, the BNP 
averaged 15.8% in Burnley, 10.2% 
across 15 wards in Tameside and 8.3% 
across 19 wards in Wigan, including 
20% in one ward that it had never 
contested before and where it did little 
this time round. Even in Manchester 
the BNP had some credible election 
results. [see Table 4] 

Stoke-on-Trent was an_ utter 
humiliation for the BNP. It failed to 
improve on its vote in the 2005 
general election and managed to field 
only six candidates in the local 
elections, all of whom were roundly 
beaten. Quite how the party can pick 
itself up here ahead of next year’s all 
out local elections is unclear. 

BNP members are right to be 
disappointed with the results but the 
blame must lie largely with its own 
leadership. It created an expectation 
that was never going to be realised and 
it ran a disastrous election campaign. 

It went into the election with an 


expenses scandal hanging over its head. 
Most of the BNP leadership were on 
the EU payroll, despite not living 
anywhere near the two regions that 
elected BNP MEPs, and there was a 
distinct lack of transparency over the 
expenses of Griffin and his fellow MEP 
Andrew Brons. 

Griffin's virtual absence from Barking 
throughout the campaign gave us an 
easy hit. The BNP was telling its 
supporters that a victory was possible, 
but sent out the exact opposite message 


Happier times: Mark Collett and 
Nick Griffin go to Leeds Crown 
Court in November 2006 \ 
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to the media and through them the 
electorate. Our “Where’s Griffin>” 
slogan was picked up and ran by 
television and newspapers alike. 

Further disaster was to hit the BNP 
election campaign when Mark Collett, 
the party’s former publicity officer, was 
arrested for allegedly “threatening to kill” 
Griffin. With the active assistance of our 
press officer the media were soon awash 
with stories of political infighting, 
violent threats and internal turmoil. 
Coming on the back of resignations and 
recriminations inside Stoke-on-Irent 
BNP, it was clear that all was not well in 
the party and soon the entire electorate 
was reading about it. 

This disharmony dogged the BNP 
throughout the campaign and even 
overshadowed its formal election 
launch which, for some strange 
reason, was held in Stoke-on-Trent. 
In an absolutely diabolical piece 
of media management Griffin, 
accompanied by some idiot 
dressed up in a Crusader 
outfit, received very little 
media attention. The BNP 
launched on the morning 
after a national leaders’ 


debate and in a city 150 


miles from London. Unsurprisingly, the 
BNP message was largely ignored. 

In London Richard Barnbrook’s St 
George’s Day parade, consisting of 
himself on a horse and six burly 
supporters on a flat bed truck following 
behind, was similarly ignored. 

The BNP’s capacity for scoring own 
goals never ceases to amaze and so it 
was that Griffin thought it amusing to 
superimpose a jar of Marmite over his 
shoulder on the party election 
broadcast. Quite how Griffin thought 
the multinational that produces the 
black stuff might react is a mystery but 
it generated another couple of days of 
negative publicity and an expensive day 
out in the High Court. 

And it only got worse for the BNP. 
Simon Bennett, its webmaster, refused 
to take the blame for “Marmite-gate” 
and walked away from the party, taking 
the website down as he went. London 
organiser Bob Bailey added to the 
leader’s problems by violently attacking 
an Asian youth in Barking. 

It was the end of a miserable 
campaign. 


HOPE crushes hate 

Despite its record number of candidates 
the battleground was always going to be 
in Barking & Dagenham and Stoke- 
on-lrent and it was there that the BNP 
was undone by a resurgent Labour Party 
and a strong anti-fascist campaign. 

As explained in more detail elsewhere 
in this magazine the HOPE not hate 
campaign ran its most intensive, 
expansive and sophisticated campaign to 
date. Over 500,000 pieces of literature 
were distributed in the two areas this 
year alone, 1,500 people got involved 
and thousands of phone calls were made. 

Even in Stoke-on-Irent, which has 
received a lot less media attention than 
Barking & Dagenham, the HOPE not 
hate campaign was huge. Linking up 
with local anti-fascists from NorSCARF 
we distributed two editions of a tabloid 
newspaper, local leaflets and a women’s 
booklet to every woman in the city. 

The BNP’s failure in these two areas 
was its undoing. The party invested so 
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much political hyperbole into the 
prospect of a major breakthrough here 
that its crushing defeat was equally 
dramatic in the negative effect it had on 
the party. 

Griffin is now in a very weak position. 
Too many of his key lieutenants have left 
and others, such as Eddy Butler, now 
have the confidence and ammunition to 
speak out openly against him. Darby has 
gone to ground and Griffin is looking 
increasingly exposed and __ isolated. 
He will probably hang on because the 
party rules that he created make it very 
difficult for anyone to stage a successful 
challenge, but the question now is will 
his party stay with him. While he admits 


that the results were “disappointing” 
his complaints about wider political 
conspiracies and media bias are sounding 
increasingly hollow, even among his own 
supporters. Finally, a growing number of 
BNP members realise that the buck must 
eventually stop with their leader. 

The 2010 elections were a disaster for 
the BNP, and the thousands of people 
who took part in HOPE not hate 
activities across the country can take 
credit for their part in this. The BNP 
will continue and the reasons behind its 
rise have not gone away but it will 
go into the next round of local elections 
in a far weaker position than it would 
have hoped. ~«q 
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Trying to escape from 
desperation row 


Sonia Gable analysis Nick Griffin's reaction to the electoral defeat and 
examines where the BNP goes from here. 


THE HUMILIATING ELECTION defeat 
for the British National Party has left its 
leader trying every tactic he can 
muster to stem the despondency of 
his members and shore up his own 


position in the face of growing calls for . 


his resignation. In doing so he has 
signalled a return to the politics of 
Roberto Fiore, his Italian terrorist 
political mentor. 


In the week following the elections 
Nick Griffin issued five emails and 
recorded a radio interview in which he 
swings wildly from pretending the 
results were actually a victory to 
writing off London and elections and 
advocating turning the BNP into a civil 
rights movement. 

On the evening of polling day itself, 
Griffin was still buoyant. The party’s 


new Communications Department 
had countered negative publicity, over 
18 million leaflets had been issued and 
the party’s investment in “machinery, 
systems, software and _ professional 
staff” had paid off, wrote Griffin in a 
thank you email to supporters. 

“This is the last election the British 
National Party fights as a large small 
party - we are now a small LARGE 


Spot the raving loony: 
Nick Griffin humiliated at the 
Barking and Dagenham count 


Barking & Dagenham 


party,’ Griffin claimed somewhat 
ridiculously. “The BNP has arrived 
and will be knocking on the doors 
of power sooner than some ever 
imagined!” 

By the next day, faced with his own 
poor third place in Barking and an 
even worse result in Stoke Central 
for Simon Darby, the party's deputy 
leader, Griffin was floundering. 
The BNP had “spectacularly almost 
tripled its vote from 2005, jumping 
from 192,746 to a healthy 563,743”, he 
wrote, skating over the fact that the 
party had also contested nearly three 
times as many seats so the increased 
vote was only to be expected. 

But there was no way he could talk 
up the BNP’s rout in the Barking and 
Dagenham council elections. Instead 
he blamed Labour “gerrymandering 
through immigration”. Knowing the 
BNP would struggle to get elected in 
London again, Griffin raged that by 
the next general election London 
would be “completely unassailable” 
and “no longer part of Britain” - a line 
he returned to in another bulletin a 
week after polling day, writing: 
“London has perished. Labour has 
succeeded where the Luftwaffe failed”. 

Fighting elections in these 
“occupied territories” and “securing an 
ever-dwindling vote” would be a 
“recipe for demoralisation and failure’, 
Griffin continued. “We will instead 
develop a new strategy for these 
areas, based on civil rights agitation 
and legal challenges to the authorities 
whenever they marginalise our 
white minority.’ 

He did not elaborate, moving 
instead to spread the blame for 
the party's electoral failures. © 
“The glaring item lacking in the BNP 
armoury is our underdeveloped 
Elections Department,’ 
which would now i 
be overhauled and 
restructured. This was 
also a_ pre-emptive 
strike at Eddy Butler, 
who had headed the 
elections department 
until his demotion at 
the start of April and 
was positioning him- 
self as a _ potential 
challenger for the party 
leadership. 

There were also 
problems in the 
Publicity Department. 
“The new team which 


Rising star: Clive Jefferson 


Lining up 
for the 
throne? 
(left to 
right) 
Jonathan 
Bowden, 
Arthur 
Kemp, 
Simon 
Darby, 
Andrew 
Brons MEP, 
Richard 
Barnbrook 
and Eddy 
Butler 


took over - Clive Jefferson, Alwyn 
Deacon and all others involved - did a 
fantastic job under the most difficult of 
circumstances in rescuing that situation 
by the skin of our teeth. 

Jefferson, who has been propelled 
into the top echelons of the BNP with 
spectacular haste over the past year, 
replaced Mark Collett at the beginning 
of April after Collett was accused of 
plotting to kill Griffin, “financial 
irregularities and scamming” and 
conspiring to sabotage the party’s 
election campaign. 

Griffin returned to the civil rights 
theme in his interview on the BNP’s 
“Radio Red, White and Blue” a few days 
later in which he outlined a new 
strategy of getting deep _ into 
community politics at a local level. The 

party was going to provide training 


~~». for its activists to teach them to 


take up one local problem and 


, , build up from there. 


People contacting the BNP - 
and Griffin claimed 8,000 peo- 
‘ ple had done so during the 
_ election campaign - 
would be followed 
. up and invited to 
“barbecues” and 
local activities 
such as “park 
clean-ups’, hardly 
new ideas. 
Solidarity, the 
BNP’s fake trade 
union, would play 
an important part, 
despite Griffin's re- 
peated claims that it 
was “independent” of 
the party. The union, 
which Griffin claimed 
had 500 members, was 
vital to bring people 
into the nationalist 


movement and “build a nationalist 
counter-culture to increase the size of 
the pool in which we swim’. 

The party would still fight some 
elections, singling out the Welsh 
Assembly election next year, in 
which Griffin hoped proportional 
representation would enable the 
party to win seats. 

This dual strategy of civic action 
and electoral politics is not new on 
the fascist right. Fiore, who exercised 
a major influence on Griffin's political 
development in the days when he ran 
the National Front “Political Soldiers’, 
has adopted a similar strategy, 
getting involved in workers’ 
cooperatives, strikes and organising 
among young people. 

Another email on 11 May 
continued Griffin's attempts both to 
talk up the BNP’s disastrous results 
and to explain them away. The party 
had saved “a record number of 
deposits’, overlooking the fact that 
it had also lost a record number. 
And the BNP had “beat UKIP in the 
majority of seats where we went 
head-to-head”, a favourite claim by 
Griffin, who still believes the BNP is 
Britain's fourth party. 

He had identified a new excuse for 
the wipe-out in Barking and 
Dagenham: it was “not some terrible 
indictment of our councillors or 
leadership, but simply the result of a 
paradigm shift in the quality of 
Labour's election-winning machine”. 
It was because Labour had engaged 
Blue State Digital, the team that 
organised President Barack Obama's 
successful online campaign and also 
works for HOPE not hate. It was not 
only the BNP that had suffered from 
this, said Griffin, citing losses by 
Respect, the Christian People's 
Alliance, Conservatives and the Liberal 


Democrats. In other words, BNP 
members should not blame the party 
for the bad results, there was nothing 
its leadership could have done 
against “Labour's brilliantly effective 
new techniques”. 

However dissent was building in the 
BNP. High hopes, fuelled by the BNP’s 
appeals for campaign funds, which 
had constantly claimed the party 
could win an MP and take control of 
Barking and Dagenham council, had 
been dashed. Griffin needed to take 
pre-emptive action. Anti-BNP forces 
were going to destroy the BNP from 
within, he warned. There had already 
been a fake email from the BNP’s 
London organiser, “the brave Bob 
Bailey’, attacking Griffin. 

There would be “disgusting 
accusations of fraud, theft and all sorts 
of horror stories that are already being 
hawked around by various Searchlight 
and direct state assets who have 
burrowed into the party over the 
years”. There would be “wreckers”, so 
“If you hear anything that sounds too 
bad to be true about the people who 
have transformed this party thus far, 
and who united will do even more 
good, then understand that it 
probably isn’t true”. 

A cynic might think that Griffin had 
orchestrated the fake Bob Bailey email 
himself just to prove the point. 

Other people pointed at different 
reasons for the BNP’s failures. 
Simon Bennett, the BNP’s sacked 
webmaster, revealed the chaos over the 
printing of the BNP’s election leaflets, 
which had been organised by Jim 
Dowson, the extremist anti-abortion 
campaigner who in effect owns the BNP. 
Dowson had failed to tell Collett, who 
was designing the leaflets, that the 
party’s text message number had been 
discontinued because he had forgotten 
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to pay the bill. When it was spotted at 
the last minute, Collett had to change 
“more than 300 leaflets” the day before 
they went to print. This was presumably 
one of the acts of “sabotage” Collett 
himself was accused of. 

Dowson also insisted that the 
leaflets were printed by a small 
company run by his mates in Belfast, 
Romac Press, which did not have the 
equipment to cope and had to farm 
the job out to several other small 
companies, “leading to utter chaos in 
production. No one knew exactly 
what they were meant to be printing 
and as a result many huge errors 
occurred”, Leaflets were delivered 
late or to the wrong places, many 
constituencies received fewer leaflets 
than they had ordered and paid for, 
and different leaflets were mixed in 
the same boxes. 

Meanwhile Butler, who had been 
implicated, though not named, in the 
conspiracy accusations levelled at 
Collett, issued a call for the party to 
“re-group, re-evaluate and re-new”. 
Without directly accusing the party 
leadership, he called for financial 
transparency and competence, 
administrative competence and 
political competence so that the 
party is “not forced into costly and 
unnecessary legal battles all the 
time, [and] so that leaflets are 
produced on time”. 

Asking everyone to “stick in there and 
help build a new future’, Butler said the 
party needed “a leadership which is a 
bonus and a credit to our Party in the 
eyes of the public and not a downward 
drag on our vote” The implication was 
that Griffin had to go. 

Counterattacking, Griffin used 
Butler's former position as national 
elections officer against him, 
implicating him in the poor results. 


Linking Butler with the disgraced and 
unpopular Collett, Griffin also pointed 
out that Butler had sat on the party's 
advisory council, but had never before 
questioned the party's finances. 
And installing a new party leader, a 
“pretty face’, would not “stop a single 
attack against the BNP by the 
controlled mass media”. 

Ousting Griffin will not be easy, 
Griffin has seen to that in the party's 
new constitution. Nominations can 
only be made once a year, between 20 
July and 10 August. Candidates, who 
must be “voting members” (members 
of two years’ standing who fulfil activist 
and ideological training requirements) 
with at least five years’ continuous 
party membership, must secure the 
signatures of 20% of all party members 
with at least two years’ membership 
and 20% of all voting members. They 
must also by supported by 10% of the 
members of the  “Founders’ 
Association’, a body that is separate 
from the BNP but in which all party 
assets are vested. The constitution does 
not define the Founders’ Association 
but it is apparently people who were 
paid-up members before the 
constitutional changes. 

Griffin's other strength is that there 
is no clear alternative. All the various 
candidates that might be in the frame 
have flaws, such as Jonathan Bowden 
(who might not fulfil the membership 
requirement), Arthur Kemp (an 
immigrant, albeit from South Africa), 
Simon Darby (uninspiring and often 
derided as “a spook”), Andrew Brons 
MEP (ageing and doesn’t want the 
job), Richard Barnbrook (a drunk and a 
joke) and Butler himself (a violent past 
and implicated in the party's failure). 
It will be interesting to see if anyone 
can emerge above the mass of 
mediocrity in the BNP. ~ 
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Ex-BNP webmaster Cc 
Jim Dowson ownsth 


By Sonia Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
learned the hard way that exploiting 
and cheating its own supporters has 
unpleasant consequences, when two 
days before polling day its webmaster 
removed the BNP website from the 
internet. 

Simon Bennett replaced the site, 
which received more visitors than any 
other political party website, with a 
brief statement accusing the party of 
“several attempts of theft today with 
regards to design work and content 
owned by myself”. He also claimed that 
Arthur Kemp and Jim Dowson, two 
close aides to Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, had threatened violence against 
him and his family. 

Bennett’s action meant that 
supporters could no longer make online 
donations or membership applications. 
For the first time for many months, 
BNP e-news bulletins came without a 
donation button. 

Bennett had been in dispute with 
Dowson, the convicted criminal who in 
effect owns the BNP, for a year, but 
matters came to a head when Griffin 
insisted, against Bennett’s advice, on 
adding an image of a jar of Marmite to 
a version of the BNP’s television 
election broadcast pre-released on the 
party website. 

According to a longer statement by 
Bennett, this “very deliberate copyright 
infringement” was a stunt by Griffin 
and Dowson to provoke a reaction from 
Unilever, which owns the Marmite 
brand, and so “create publicity and a 
fund raising opportunity”. In the event, 
Bennett claimed, website traffic, 
donations and membership applications 
barely increased at all. 

After Unilever responded by launching 
proceedings over copyright infringement, 
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Griffin and Dowson realised they had 
underestimated the severity of the legal 
and financial consequences and came 
up with pathetic excuses, such as a 
claim that a “joker” had amended 
the film. When Unilever’s lawyers 
refused to believe them, Bennett says he 
was expected “to go to court and lie 
through my teeth in order to bail them 
out of a ridiculous hole they had dug 
themselves into”. 

Griffin and Dowson had misjudged 
Bennett. Unlike they themselves and 
their more sycophantic supporters, 
Bennett “was not prepared to spend five 
years in prison for perjury just to protect 
the financial interests of fools” and told 
Unilever’s lawyers the truth. 

Bennett had refused to do their 
bidding so Griffin and Dowson wanted 
him out. Bennett was prepared to go but 
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wanted to be paid for his website design 
work. Claiming he had invested around 
£40,000 into the site, he said he was not 
prepared simply to hand it over to 
Griffin and Dowson so that they could 
use it to make more money. “It was 
my bloody hard work, commitment 
and money that developed that site into 
the success it became,” wrote Bennett, 
“and for Dowson to try and force 
control of it for his own advantage made 
me feel sick.” 

Money is what it is all about — not for 
Bennett but for Griffin and Dowson, 
who, Bennett claims, is paid £120,000 a 
year by the party. As Searchlight already 
knew from other sources, Bennett’s 
dispute with Dowson started over the 
fact that the telesales staff at Dowson’s 
call centre earned commission from 
subscriptions and party memberships 


and so were telling party members not 
to renew their membership on the 
website because it was “unsafe and had 
been hacked”. 

Bennett complained to Griffin who 
said he would look into it. Shortly 
afterwards he was contacted by the call 


centre manager, Kate Hunt, and 
Dowson. A heated exchange ended 
with Dowson threatening: “I am a 
Glasgow/Belfast man as you are about 
to find out. I was patient simon [sic] but 
you crossed the line sir, its time some 
manners were put on you.” 

Bennett had crossed Dowson and 
could not win. As Bennett says in his 
statement, confirming the conclusions 
of Searchlight’s investigations: “Jim 
Dowson now controls just about every 
aspect of the party structure (including 
the recently acquired print services) 
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and also the party’s finances with one 
exception. You've guessed it — the 
website!” 

By the Sunday after election day the 
BNP had a new website up and 
running, set up by Chris Barnett who, 
Bennett says, used to run a web server 
for an online pornographic studio in 
Birmingham. But the story was not 
over. Bennett also had control of the 
party’s Facebook site, with its nearly 
26,000 members, and its Twitter feed. 
He now linked them to a new website 
of his own on which he exposed 
Dowson’s financial dealings with the 
BNP and called for reform of the party. 

As well as setting up his own site 
Bennett posted on various far-right 
internet forums, disclosing the nefarious 
ways the BNP operates. On one he 
revealed that Kemp, the BNP’s website 


A message from Simon Bennett due to the volume of phone calls and 
emails I am receiving: 


This website and domain are no longer in my control. I have not sabotaged it. The domain name has been pointing to 
the new BNP server since last night (Sth May) which is completely out of my hands. If your Emails are affected, again 
this is completely out of my hands and control. 


If you are reading this message it is because they have set up their server incorrectly and this needs to be resolved by 
the new webmaster. 


It is important to note that I have been working hard to negotiate a seamless switchover of the website, but for 
reasons unknown to me the leadership have chosen to force the domain from me, steal my work, data and systems 
and go it alone rather than paying for it. I will continue to work hard to try and resolve the situation quickly, 
professionally and amicably. This is in the hands of Nick Griffin and Jim Dowson, not me. 


It should also be noted that they have decided to put a personal grudge against me before the interests of the party 
and its members. This was not a fight of my choosing. 


Simon Bennett (far left) pulled the plug on 
the BNP website alleging Jim Dowson (left) 
tried to steal his work 

(above) The BNP website shortly before 
election day 


editor who had moved through a variety 
of party posts, had also threatened 
Bennett and had once opposed Griffin. 

“He threatened to drive to Cornwall, 
rip my head off off and shove it up my 
@rse,” wrote Bennett. “I expected better 
of him too, but I noticed the change in 
his anti-griffin attitude once he started 
‘fund-raising’ for our best friend Jim. 
From that day on he became very pro- 
Jim and pro-griffin, even though he 
knew they planned his downfall at the 
EU election planning meeting in 2008. 
They humiliated him, stripped him 
of his position, income and dignity. 
He suffered it for over a year until he 
was offered a scrap of food which he 
grabbed with both hands and stabbed 
me in the back to get to it.” 

Bennett also removed Griffin's 
personal MEP’s website though not the 
similar websites he runs for Andrew 
Brons, the BNP’s other MEP, and 
Richard Barnbrook, the party’s London 
Assembly member, with whom he has 
no dispute. 

The BNP has taken legal proceedings 
against Bennett, presumably paid for 
out of members’ donations, but that has 
not silenced him. Bennett is gradually 
adding to his new website, which is 
likely to become a centre for any moves 
to oust Griffin from the BNP 
~= 


leadership in the coming months. 


The real picture 
On theroad 


Matthew Collins 


THIS YEAR'S HOPE Not Hate/Daily 
Mirror bus tour was slightly shorter and 
lower key than in previous years, given 
everyone's desperation to get back to 
Barking and Dagenham as quickly as 
possible and rejoin the fray there. 

Not that visiting activists in 
Manchester, Leeds, Liverpool and 
Stoke-on-Trent was not equally 
important, but despite having been 
virtually glued to a desk in Dagenham 
for months beforehand, this writer 
experienced a surprising and gnawing 
urge to get back there. Even the lure of 
the Pennines, Headingley, and a 
possible spotting of the rarely seen 
BNP deputy leader Simon Darby were 
not enough to keep me away. 

Darby's absence, apart from a bizarre 
moment at some traffic lights 
haranguing the PCS trade union's bus 
and the daily interviews with himself or 
the occasional socially challenged 
companion on his own blog, was 
symptomatic of the BNP’s drastic 
shortage of activists around the country. 

The tour began with a message of 
support from Mercury Music Prize 
winner Speech Debelle, a feisty young 
black singer, and ended in Dagenham 
with a farewell message for an ageing 
fascist would-be dictator, sent scurrying 
into the political wilderness with the 
sound of Searchlight’s editor Nick 
Lowles hammering home the BNP’s 
overnight failures ringing in his ears. 

In Liverpool we caught up with the 
stars of the teen-soap Hollyoaks. 
Despite the rain, Kevin Sacre, Jennifer 
Fox and Anthony Quinlan gladly joined 
us on the bus. They were taking a break 
from filming what looked like an 
improbable summer scene. Sacre spoke 
passionately of his partner and how he 
would feel lost if the BNP’s immigration 
policies were ever adopted. “We live ina 
multicultural society and anyone with 
attitudes that do not reflect that is a bit 
of an idiot.’ 

From there it was on to Emmerdale 


and three talented ladies with more to 
say. Elizabeth Estensen, who plays 
landlady Diane Sugden, spoke 
passionately and eloquently about 
defeating racism and fascism, while 
her younger co-stars Alice Coulthard 
(Maisie Wylde) and Isabel Hodgins 
(Victoria Sugden) weighed in too. 

From there we went to Stoke-on- 
Trent, which has had a BNP problem for 
as long as Barking and Dagenham. 
Despite internal difficulties in the local 
party, the BNP was in with a good 
chance of taking the Stoke-on-Trent 
Central parliamentary seat. Then in 
January came the bombshell of the 
acrimonious defection of Alby Walker, 
the BNP’s former group leader on Stoke 
council, who announced he would 
stand as an independent against the 
BNP, leaving Darby to watch perhaps 
the BNP’s only real chance of a 
Westminster seat slip from his fingers. 

In Stoke we caught up with the HnH 
campaign delivering thousands of 
local tabloids. What has become 
apparent all around the country is how 
invigorated the anti-fascist movement 
is. The mix of people and the number 
of families campaigning together 
was never more evident than in 
Stoke judging by the numbers of 
children climbing over the bus. 

Back in London and onto the | | 
set of The Bill for some real / 
shenanigans. Between them 
the cast climbed over every 
inch of the bus. 

But it was the return to Barking 
and Dagenham, amid the hoards 
of schoolchildren who came out to 
greet the bus chanting “Hope not 
hate” and the huge number of cars 
tooting in approval at us, that really 
made us appreciate this bus. 
From having Eddie Izzard and Billy 
Bragg on board one moment, to 
dozens of activists bursting to get 
onto the streets, it has delivered 
Hope to all. 


Actors from The Bill (above left) and 
Hollyoaks (above centre) join the HOPE not 
hate bus tour (above) Billy Bragg out 
campaigning on election day 


Nolonger the jewe 


By David Williams 


AFTER THE BRITISH National Party’s 
comprehensive rout in Barking and 
Dagenham, the party's defeat in 
Stoke-on-Trent, which its leader 
Nick Griffin once described as its 
“jewel in the crown’, only rubbed salt 
into the wound. 

The BNP entered the general 
election with the firm belief that it was 
in with a realistic chance of winning 
the Stoke Central seat. These hopes 
suffered a blow when the BNP’s 
council group leader, Alby Walker, 
resigned from the party throwing the 
local branch into turmoil and then 
announced, on the day the BNP 
launched its manifesto in the city, that 
he would stand against Simon Darby, 
the BNP deputy leader, in the 
constituency. 

The BNP contested all three of the 
Stoke parliamentary seats. The results 
were not encouraging for the party. 
In Stoke Central Simon Darby’s hopes 
of becoming an MP proved wildly over 
optimistic when he polled 2,502 votes 
(7.7%) compared to the 2,178 
votes (7.8%) for the BNP in 2005. 
Darby came fourth, perhaps taking 
consolation from the fact that Walker, 
who had been a constant thorn in 
his side, came ninth of the ten 
candidates with only 255 votes (0.9%). 
That Darby failed to make any 
headway whatsoever in Stoke Central. 
HOPE not hate ran a strong targeted 
anti-BNP campaign in Stoke, both on 
the ground and using our huge online 
capability, and Darby's humiliation is 
testament to its success. 

The BNP will squeeze what benefit 
it can from the marginal increase 
in its votes in the city’s other two 
constituencies. In Stoke North Melanie 
Baddeley polled 3,196 (8%), up on the 
2,132 BNP votes (6.9%) in 2005. It was 
a similar picture in Stoke South, where 
Michael Coleman polled 3,762 (9.4%), 
again slightly up from the party’s 3,305 
votes (8.7%) in 2005. 


The two HOPE not hate tabloids given out 


in Stoke-on-Trent 


However, any boost to BNP 
members’ morale from theses 
marginally increased votes was surely 
eradicated when the council results 
came in. In 2008 the BNP stood a 
record 11 candidates for the City 
Council. This year, despite entertaining 
hopes of fielding 20 candidates, the 
party could only muster six, two of 
whom were councillors standing for 
re-election. Phillip Sandland (Bentilee 
and Townsend) gained the BNP’s 
highest percentage in Stoke with 
864 votes (22%), closely followed by 
his colleague Anthony Simmonds 
(Weston and Meir North) who polled 
1,070 votes (21%). Both lost their seats, 
however, leaving the BNP with five 
councillors, four down from the start 
of the year. 

Another key battleground in the 
Stoke local elections was Abbey 
Green. Until Walker and his wife quit 
the BNP earlier this year, the BNP had 
held all three seats in the ward. At the 
last election in 2008 the party gained 
its third seat with 858 votes (30.9%). 
Although the BNP vote fell only 


slightly to 835, the increased turnout 
squeezed its percentage to 16.7% and 
the seat went to Labour. Alby Walker, 
who tried to secure re-election as an 
independent, trailed the three main 
parties and his BNP opponent. 

The BNP also returned fairly strong 
votes in Blurton (15.4%) and Tunstall 
(13.5%), but the Tunstall result was 
down from 26.6% in 2008 when its 
candidate came second. This year 
the BNP vote was only enough for 
fifth place. However, even with the 
BNP vote squeezed because of 
the increased turnout as a result 
of the general election being held on 
the same day, the votes show that the 
party can still count on a level of 
entrenched support, indicating that 
the battle to defeat the BNP in Stoke, 
despite being a resounding success in 
2010, is far from over. 

The BNP's remaining five councillors 
include two in Bentilee and Townsend 
and Michael Coleman, the BNP group 
leader, in Weston and Meir North. 
All five will be up for re-election in the 
city’s all out elections in 2011. ~<a 


Local group ousts 
four BNP councillors 


REDBRIDGE AND EPPING FOREST 
TOGETHER, a_ broad-based group 
that supports HOPE not hate, set as its 
election target the removal of three BNP 
councillors up for re-election in Loughton, 
Essex, and the BNP’s single council in 
Redbridge, a neighbouring borough to 
Barking and Dagenham. 

Victory in Loughton would follow 
the success two years ago when two of the 
BNP’s six councillors there lost their seats. 

To everyone’s surprise none of the three 
Loughton councillors defended their seats, 
giving way to new candidates, including one 
BNP activist who sits on Loughton Town 
Council and the husband of the BNP’s 
group leader, Pat Richardson, who lost a seat 
for the BNP in 2008. 

Ever since BNP councillors were elected 
REFT has leafleted their wards to show up 
their failures. During April we distributed a 
targeted local edition of the HOPE not hate 
tabloid to every home in the three wards. 
It highlighted the participation of BNP 
Loughton councillor Rod Law (pictured) in 
the vicious assault on a Times journalist and 
the BNP’s secret plan, hatched locally, to 
derail the Government’s Prevent strategy 
against extremism. 

REFT’s campaign, together with that of 
the Loughton Residents’ Association, 
ensured that the BNP vote was virtually 
wiped out, leaving the Jewish collaborator 
Pat Richardson alone on Epping Forest 
District Council. Her time will come 
in 2012. 

In Hainault we exposed the BNP’s 
councillor Julian Leppert, who went into the 
election facing a complaint over his alleged 
behaviour at a council meeting, in a hard- 
hitting leaflet headed “Mafia or political 
party: Don't vote for scum”. It went through 
every door in Hainault, as did the HOPE 
not hate tabloid. The BNP hoped to gain all 
three seats in the ward, but ended with none. 

REFT members also helped the HOPE 
not hate campaigns in Barking and 
Dagenham and Havering. 


EDL stunt flops 


By Simon Cressy 


A street in Dudley town centre was sealed off following a roof-top protest 
by the far-right English Defence League on the May Day holiday 
weekend. 

The demonstration was against plans to build a mosque in Dudley. 

Police went to a disused factory on a site that had been earmarked for 
a new mosque and soon came under attack by around 40 EDL members. 
One officer was taken to hospital after being hit by a stone. 

Four people then barricaded themselves on the roof of the building 
where they displayed anti-Islamic banners and played the Islamic call to 
prayer from a loudspeaker, claiming that was what people would hear if 
the mosque went ahead. 

Police dressed in riot gear ended the 24-hour siege when they smashed 
through a tiled roof and pointed taser stun guns at the protesters. 

Ten arrests were made on the day with two EDL members remanded in 
custody charged with burglary and inciting religious hatred. The EDL 
claims one had his arm broken by the police. 

Leon Mccreery, 28, of Stockport, and John Shaw, 39, of Knaresborough, 
North Yorkshire, indicated not guilty pleas before Dudley magistrates. 

Seven other men, aged between 16 and 34, were also arrested for 
public order offences and remain on bail pending further inquiries. 

A 34-year-old man was bound over to keep the peace. 


- vestigation 


The National Front 
thug who attacked 
Cormac Hollingsworth 


Kieron Trent (left) and Matt 
Tait, part of the BNP mob 
that brought violence to 

the streets of Baring:< and 


Dagé hamy: 


By Gerry Gable 


he wheels of justice often grind 
very slowly. A few days before 
polling day, David Clarke, a 
thuggish BNP activist, failed 
election fraudster and would-be 
Croydon councillor, was convicted on 
four counts of assault on anti-fascist 
leafleters in May last year. He had 
repeatedly pushed and grabbed at two 
campaigners and then returned 
two days later to swear at two others, 
push them and grab their leaflets. 

Released on bail awaiting sentencing, 
he made the local press again when a 
female companion allegedly performed 
a sex act on him in full view in 
The George pub in Croydon, a regular 
BNP watering hole. 

An eyewitness also connected him to 
a threat by a gang of local BNP activists 
earlier this year to cut the throat of an 
anti-fascist campaigner. 

Election fraud is a habitual weapon in 
the BNP armoury. The Sunday 
Telegraph revealed that a number of 
BNP candidates for Barking and 
Dagenham council had __ placed 


 Crimeand offence 


themselves on the Electoral Register at 
“front” addresses in the borough when 
they were really living elsewhere. 
They included Jeffrey Marshall, the 
BNP’s central London organiser, Eddy 
Butler, a key organiser of the party’s 
local campaign, and Chris Roberts, a 
paid aide to the BNP’s London 
Assembly member. All three also stood 
in the general election, Marshall in 
Bethnal Green and Bow, Butler in 
Harlow and Roberts in Basildon South 
and Thurrock East. 

HOPE not hate has produced 
many leaflets quoting the vile remarks 
by Marshall, who welcomed the death 
of David Cameron's disabled son. 
That did not stop Tony Gladwin, the 
BNP’s parliamentary candidate in 
Southend West and a _ council 
candidate in Basildon. Gladwin, a 
regular on the East of England BNP 
security team, posted offensive jokes 
on his Facebook page ridiculing 
victims of the thalidomide tragedy, 
who suffered severe birth defects as a 
result of the drug. 


_ ZIZZO EELS, SRO OT NTENT 


(left) BNP former councillor Robert Bailey confronts Asian youths just before viciously assaulting one of the men. (right) Questioned by Searchlight 
editor Nick Lowles, Nick Griffin defends Bailey’s conduct 


The election campaign brought 
reports from several parts of the country 
of BNP thugs trying to run off HOPE 
not hate activists. Mostly they failed 
either because of a police presence or 
because trade unionists and others on 
the HOPE not hate teams refused to be 
intimidated. 

The most serious incident took place 
in Barking the day before the election. 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader and Barking 
parliamentary candidate, protected by car 
loads of Essex “BNP Security” and other 
thugs from further afield, clashed with 
local people in front of a BBC film crew. 
Young black and white kids shouted down 
the would-be MP and some Asian lads 
were more explicit in their threats but 
limited their action to lobbing a few 
tomatoes in his direction. 

The BNP heavies responded by 
bundling Griffin out of the line of fruity 
fire and then piling into two cars to 
hunt the Asian youths. 

BBC video footage shows the well 
known foulmouthed drunk and failed 
BNP councillor Robert Bailey leading 
the confrontation. They tracked down 
the three Asian youngsters, called them 
over and shouted abuse. The smallest 
youth faced down Bailey at which point 
it is clear that Bailey’s touched him twice 
with his hands and the youth backed 
away. After more shouting and Bailey 
telling them to get on their fing way, 
the smallest youth spat at Bailey. 


At this Bailey went berserk, threw 
him to the ground and aimed a series of 
kicks at him. Bailey is a former Royal 
Marine commando, but has clearly lost 
his fighting skills, probably as a result of 
his predilection for strong drink. He fell 
backwards to the ground after tripping 
over his victim and the kerb and his 
BNP colleagues rushed into battle as 
the two other Asian youths tried to 
protect their friend. 

Among the BNP group were Matt 
Tait, the BNP’s rich brat parliamentary 
candidate in Milton Keynes South, and 
Kieron Trent, the BNP’s only candidate 
for Milton Keynes council and a keen 
kick boxer. Both had been imported for 
the rough stuff and Trent is clearly 
visible landing blows and kicks to 
someone on the ground joined by a 
fourth BNP heavy. 

As Searchlight went to press two 
Asian youths have been charged with 
assault and affray and Bailey only with 
assault. All have been released on 
police bail. It is unclear why only the 
Asian youths attracted the more 
serious charge. 

There were at least two independent 
witnesses on the BBC film, who could 
help identify Trent and Tait, whose 
photographs we reproduce here. We will 
be happy to pass on their addresses if 
the police ask us. 

At the local election count, 
Searchlight’s editor Nick Lowles asked 
Griffin whether he was happy with 
Bailey kicking the lad in the head. 
Griffin, surrounded by some of his 
thugs including one of those who 
seriously assaulted a reporter from 
The Times in February, tried to 
evade the issue, saying the young 
man had threatened to kill him 
earlier in the day. Put on the spot 


and in front of the media, Griffin 
eventually admitted that in his view 
kicking a man in the head while on the 
ground was acceptable self-defence. 

In south London Cormac 
Hollingsworth, a HOPE not hate 
activist and Labour Party council 
candidate was leafleting when he was 
assaulted by a man screaming “fing 
Labour bastard”. As the thug, well 
known from National Front marches, 
rained blows on Cormac and kicked him 
while on the ground, Cormac captured a 
photo of his attacker on his mobile 
phone, enabling us to find a better photo 
of the same man. The matter is in the 
hands of the police. 

Like rats with their backs to the wall, 
BNP activists, in-between fighting each 
other, are likely to seek more revenge for 
their abject failure at the ballot box. — 


Offensive: 
Tony Gladwin 


Wi You can view Bailey’s assault on the Asian youths at 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/election_2010/england/8663681.stm 
and Nick Lowles’s confrontation with Nick Griffin on 


www.hopenothate.org.uk. 


Home news 


No Future for us 


By David Williams 


THE BRITISH National Party was not 
the only far right party to contest this 
year’s elections. The National Front, once 
Britain's leading fascist party, fielded 17 
candidates in the general election. 
Most polled abysmally. Two exceptions 
were Chris Jackson in Rochdale, who 
took 2,236 votes (4.9%) and almost 
saved his deposit, and Kevin Bryan in 
Rossendale and Darwen, who won 1,062 
votes (2.3%). Both men were until 
recently North West BNP organisers. 

Michael Davidson's 1,089 votes (2.3%) 
in West Ham and Joe Uttley’s 880 votes 
(2.8%) in Hull East were the only other 
results worth mentioning. No other 
NF candidate polled above 2%. Steven 
Smith, the former Burnley BNP 
organiser, failed to make any impact on 
the electorate taking a mere 135 votes 
(0.3%) in Keighley. 

In the local elections the NF fielded 
18 candidates: East Midlands 1, 
London 3, North East 3, North West 1, 
South East 1, West Midlands 7 
and Yorkshire and The Humber 2. 
Five NF candidates contested 


Birmingham, clashing with the BNP 
in Kingstanding, Oscott, Sheldon, 
Shard End and South Yardley. Only in 
Sheldon, where Paul Morris polled 831 
votes (8.8%), its highest vote in the city, 
did the NF beat the BNP whose 
candidate took only 101 votes (1.1%). 
Everywhere else the NF was 
comprehensively outpolled. 

In Hull, where the BNP branch 
recently decamped to the NF, the cross 
fertilisation between the two parties 
continues. Jason Carr, the BNP council 
election candidate for Longhill ward, 
signed the nomination papers for 
Joe Uttley, the NF candidate for the 
East Hull parliamentary constituency. 

Nick Walsh, the NF organiser who 
stood in Myton ward, Hull, had his 
nomination papers signed by Nigel 
Piggins, a former member of the Racial 
Volunteer Force, who was jailed for two 
years and three months in 2005 after he 
admitted conspiracy to publish the 
groups magazine, Stormer, with 
the intention of stirring up race hate. 
He received a further three months 


DVD, 


for distributing a racist 
Skrewdriver Live in Germany. 

In the West London borough of 
Hillingdon Ian Edward, the NF 
chairman, polled 504 votes (13.2%) in 
Harefields ward, a higher percentage of 
the vote than the four BNP candidates 
achieved in their respective wards and 
the highest percentage of the vote 
achieved by any NF candidate in the 
elections. Kevin Bryan, the NF candidate 
in Irwell, Rossendale, which he had 
previously contested for the BNP, polled 
its second highest percentage of the vote 
(11.6%). How either vote would fare 
against competition from the BNP is yet 
to be tested. 

It should be noted, however, that 
direct comparisons of percentages do 
not always give the full picture as 
much depends on how many and which 
other candidates contest the ward. 
London percentages have been adjusted 
for the fact that voters were electing two 
or three candidates in this election 
compared to one in most of the rest o 
the country. c 
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NF supporters hide their 
faces at the Cenotaph 


The magazine of the 
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What it meant for us 


The HOPE not hate campaign was successful because of the thousands of 
people who got involved and none more so than the four young volunteers 


who worked for four months in our Dagenham office. 
Here, they reflect on what the campaign meant for them. 


NICK 

The defeat of the BNP in Barking and 
Dagenham has to be one of the best 
days of my life — hearing the results of 
the elections seat by seat and having the 
BNP knocked out of the council. 
HOPE not hate not only removed the 
sheep’s clothing from the wolf that the 
BNP truly is, but showed me how 
community action brings people 
together. Through HOPE not hate we 
have dismantled the divisions the BNP 
tried to construct. Over the last four 
months I learnt not only how to 
organise within communities but the 
importance of it. 


ELLIE 

Walking into the Dagenham office four 
months ago, it was very unclear what 
this campaign was going to bring. 
This once empty, derelict floor space has 
now seen hundreds of people walking 
through its doors to deliver thousands 
of newspapers. From here we have 
driven the BNP out of Barking and 
Dagenham, a task that at some points 
seemed impossible, judging by the 
feeling that we sometimes experienced 
on the streets. 

One of the things that has impressed 
me most about the campaign is its 
accessibility. As long as you have the 
enthusiasm and commitment to beat 
the BNP, it doesnt matter one bit 
about your age, background or beliefs. 
I had been used to being patronised 
or ignored for being young previously, 
but not here. I realised that it didn't 
matter that I had little campaigning 
experience; I was able to contribute and 
make a real difference. 

There were many days of trudging the 
streets in the cold and _ stuffing 
envelopes until lam. But all the low 


times were quickly forgotten when we 
did what at the beginning seemed 
unachievable. Even if we hadn't 
achieved these results, nothing could 
have matched the feeling that I had 
after our big day of action on 17 April. 
In the last few months I have worked 
with an amazing group of people, got to 
know the streets of Barking and 
Dagenham intimately and_ probably 
eaten more curry and biscuits than | 
ever thought possible. It has been a 
really great time. 


BEN 

The moments which stand out in my 
memory are truly human; of people 
from all walks of life coming together 
to work for a cause of community. 
From my being deposed from the BBQ. 
at the food festival by a couple of far 
more capable kids, to Jon Cruddas MP 
acting as a dinner lady before an 
enormous vat of curry. 

As the campaign intensified in its 
closing stages, the often inappropriate 
humour of all in the office helped 
maintain high spirits amongst a 
tiring team. 

Another singular triumph for the 
campaign was its grassroots nature; 
the people who won the election in 
Barking and Dagenham were not the 
journalists from the liberal broadsheets 
or European radio stations, but those 
who participated on the days of action 
and in the phone banks. 


JOE 

Within a few days of joining HOPE 
not hate it became clear that my 
preconceptions of an anti-fascist 
campaign were wide of the mark. 
Far from just the flag waving and 
shouting that is often associated with 


Our young volunteers 
: proved to be a key 
component of our campaign 


the anti-fascist movement, HOPE 
not hate’s ultra modern, targeted 
approach involved the mobilisation of 
the community in which we operated. 
Our day to day routine included not 
only the delivery of literature but also 
attempting to forge solid and lasting 
links within the surrounding area. 
Liaising with various faith groups 
and trade unions proved to be 
rewarding for the campaign, the 
community and myself. 

It was a fascinating to meet people 
with all political views, from various 
religions, from all over the world. 
From a personal point of view it was 
the exhilarating feeling that I was 
making a real difference that spurred 
me on during those rainy February days. 
The feeling of pride I have now is both 


indescribable and incomparable! 


CONCLUSION 

Most importantly, this is not the end of 
our time with HOPE not hate. 
Whatever jobs or careers we decide to 
pursue in the future, we will not be 
stopping until the BNP is wiped out 
from every home and in_ every 
community. This time has 
demonstrated how ordinary people can 
really change and shape the political 
agenda. Being involved relies hugely on 
enthusiasm and dedication, while skills 
and experience can all be earned along 
the way. 

It is very clear from our experiences 
that we have been involved in 
something very special. We have come 
away from this time not only with worn 
out shoes and an obscure attachment to 
Barking and Dagenham, but with a real 
sense of how there is a lot of hope in 
places that seem ruled by hatred. ~=s#t 


International 


GERMAN FASCISTS are using a hotel in 
the remote countryside of Thuringen 
to stage ideological training events 
and international concerts as well as 
formal meetings of the nazi National 
Democratic Party (NPD). 

The Erlebnis Scheune hotel in 
Kirchheim, near Erfurt, is owned by 
Rainer and Dagmar Kutz, who appear 
to have had rows with the local 
authorities before turning their 
premises into a watering hole, 
meeting place and cultural centre for 
all manner of visiting nazis. 

The couple's relationship with the 
nazis started soon after a local council 
in Steinbach-Hallenbach denied the 
NPD use of its town hall for a meeting 
to nominate its election candidates. 
Police stopped a subsequent attempt 
to hold the meeting in nearby 
Raitzhain but it eventually went 
ahead at the Erlebnis Scheune. 

Since then, at least 25 meetings 
and concerts have taken place at 
the hotel or its barn-style annex. 
The NPD has used it for party meet- 
ings, press conferences and 
educational activities including one, 
on 27 November last year, with 
Abdallah Melaouhi, prison nurse to 


BELGIUM: Nothing to see in 
Auschwitz says former VB MP 


Wim Haelsterman for AFF - 
Verzet/RésistanceS in Brussels 


Marleen Govaerts, 54, a former MP for 
the extreme-right Vlaams Belang (VB) 
and now an_ independent local 
councillor in Sint-Truiden, shocked the 
council in April with a declaration that 
“Auschwitz is only a place full of empty 
barracks; there’s nothing to see”. 
She added: “The place is hardly 
impressive at all. My children and | 
werent impressed at all by the scenery.” 

Govaerts, who left the VB early in 
2009 after a dispute with the party 
leadership, made her outrageous 
remarks after the chairman of Sint- 
Truiden council had asked for approval 
for €4,500 (43,850) of funding for an 
educational trip to Auschwitz for local 
young people. 

Govaerts’s comments left her fellow 
councillors reeling. Even her former VB 
colleagues refused to support her 
revisionist statements. 


Hitler's deputy Rudolf 
Hess, as guest speaker. 
Meinolf © Schénborn, 
the former head of the 
now banned Nation- 
alistic Front, held an 
antisemitic ideologi- 
cal training session 
there from 27 to 29 
December last year. 
Patrik Weber, who the 
Germania-Versand mail order 
operation that touts nazi kitsch and 
hate rock music, and Patrik Wiedorn, 
an activist from the so-called 
Autonomous Nationalists, offer NS- 
Hardcore music events there while the 
utterly twisted Hendrik Mobus stages 
National Socialist Black Metal concerts. 
Mébus, who leads the nazi pagan 
cult band Absurd, is notorious for his 
role, with two other band members, 
in strangling 15-year-old Sandro 
Beyer to death in 1993, a vile deed for 
which he received a long prison 
sentence. Because of his weird 
proclivities, Mébus was dubbed the 
“killer satanist of Sonderhausen”. 
After 12 years in prison, punctuated 
by a flight to the USA, Mébus is again 
active and trying to internationalise 


runs 


Now Christian Democrat councillors 
are taking Govaerts to court with the 
help of the federal anti-racist institute, 
the CGKR. As Govaerts made her 
statements in public, a prosecution 
looks more than likely. 


AUSTRIA: FPO thrashed in 
presidential election 

From Martin Jordan for 

UNITED in Vienna 

The extreme-right Freedom Party 


(FPO) was given a bloody nose in 
the Austrian presidential election on 


25 April. Its candidate Barbara 
Rosenkranz received just over 15% of 
the votes, while the incumbent 


president, Heinz Fischer, was confirmed 
in office with almost 80% of the vote. 
Rudolf Gehring, head of the ultra 
conservative party, The Christians, 
came third. 

While satisfaction can be drawn from 
Rosenkranz’s dismal performance, the 
election has raised concern about 


Hotel owners open their doors to nazis 


From Michael Klein for Antifa-Net in Hanover 


the gigs in Kirchheim. 


Because some of the events, 
including those with fascist rock 
bands from France and Poland, have 
been broken up by the police or 
cancelled under pressure from the 
authorities, the organisers have tried 
to dress them up as “private parties”. 
Anyone wanting to attend has to 
contact an intermediary who issues a 
personalised invitation. In this way, 
Mobus has organised international 
concerts featuring Goatmoon from 
Finland and Sturmkaiser from Italy. 

These events seem to be profitable 
for the hotel and have made Mr and 
Mrs Kutz so arrogant that have even 
pressed charges against local people, 
politicians and police officers who 
oppose the nazis’ activities. People 
are now calling for the hotel’s 
closure. 


the low turnout. With the two major 
parties, the conservative Peoples Party 
(OVP) and the Social Democrats 
(SPO), blaming each other for 
mobilising barely 50% of voters, 
the FPO has questioned the validity 
of the vote and Fischer's victory. 

Doing so enables the FPO to ignore 
its own spectacular failure and claim that 
it obtained a “respectable result” against 
the media “persecution” of its candidate. 
The election showed that the FPO was 
unable to mobilise its potential vote and 
can only lure additional voters by relying 
on populist positions. 

Leading FPO politicians are already 
trying to learn from this failure and are 
doing the groundwork for the challenge 
by the FPO leader Heinz-Christian 
Strache in the election for mayor of 
Vienna in October 2010. As well as 
running a better organised campaign, 
the FPO intends to give Strache a softer 
image — the “hard issues” are accredited 
to him anyway — to rebuild his party’s 
influence among workers, small 


tradespeople and youth. 


FRANCE Iranian envoy makes 
friends with French extremists 


From Jean-Yves Camus in Paris 


THE IRANIAN AMBASSADOR in 
France has attended a meeting with the 
anti-globalisation, anti-imperialist, anti- 
Zionist wing of the French far right. 

The question-and-answer _ session, 
held in a wine bar in the Latin Quarter 
of Paris on 13 April, is further evidence 
that the French pro-Iranian extreme 
right does not merely defend Iran’s right 
to act as a sovereign state but actively 
colludes with its representatives abroad 
in energetically promoting President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s antisemitic 
diatribes and his ruthless repression of 
political opposition. 

The event was the initiative of the 
fortnightly magazine Flash, whose 
regular columnists include prominent 
far-rightists such as Alain Soral, 
Christian Bouchet and Philippe Randa. 

The bar’s owner is Charles-Alban 
Schepens, a leading activist in the 
fascist Renouveau Frangais group and a 
2009 election candidate on the “Anti- 
Zionist List” led by the anti-Jewish 
comedian Dieudonné. 


The purpose of ambassador Seyed 
Mehdi Miraboutalebi’s appearance was 
to present an “alternative” view on Iran 
to that in the mainstream media. 
Extremists present included the 
national-revolutionary Jacques Bordes 
who, since the 1970s, has been a 
mouthpiece for the Libyan dictator 
Muammar al-Gaddafi, the late Saddam 
Hussein and various armed Palestinian 
groups. 

Also there were Thomas Werlet, 
chairman of the Parti Solidaire 
Frangais, a very strident anti-Jewish 
fringe group; Marc George, a former 
National Front election candidate who 
recently quit Soral’s Egality and 
Reconciliation group; and Pierre Panet, 
an antisemitic renegade from the left 
who gained media attention after 
writing an article praising the 
Holocaust denier Robert Faurisson as a 
humanist and publishing an interview 
with Bishop Williamson on the pro- 
Dieudonné website, Les Ogres. 

More surprisingly, perhaps, the New 


Charles-Alban Schepens 


Right theoretician Alain de Benoist also 
took part in the event. Although he has 
been interested in Iran’s anti-Western 
views since the Islamic Revolution of 
1979, de Benoist does not share 
Ahmadinejad’s antisemitic obsessions. 
Nevertheless, he did not challenge 
Miraboutalebi’s claim that “the [main] 
elements of instability and insecurity 
around the world are the United States 
and the Zionist regime named Israel”. 

The ambassador shares with the far 
right its poisonous anti-Jewish and 
anti-Israel conspiracy theory and 
rhetoric. As he told his enthusiastic 
listeners: “What has changed in the 
United States is the skin colour of the 
president. Between a_ Republican 
Zionist and a Zionist Democrat, there 
is no difference. The President of the 
United States is a buffoon, he is there to 
do what the lobby tells him to do.” 


Nazis burn South African flag 


From Kajsa Lindohf and Anders Dalsbro for Expo in Stockholm 


ABOUT A HUNDRED nazis 
from the Swedish Resistance 
Movement (SMR) staged a 
march in central Stockholm on 
17 April to commemorate the 
late South African Afrikaner 
Resistance Movement (AWB) 
leader Eugene Terre’Blanche. 
Shouting “Stop genocide in 
South Africa’, the nazi mob 
traipsed to the South African 
Embassy to hear speeches and 
burn a South African flag 

The SMR _ has _ close 
connections with the nazi 
AWB. In 2008 three members 
travelled to South Africa to join the 
AWB. Last year oe of them, Johan 
Eckeskog, formed the Swedish-Boer 
Society, which describes itself as a 
“non-political welfare association”. 

The SMR announced its event 
immediately after the murder of 
Terre’Blanche on his farm at the 


beginning of April. After gathering at 
St Eriksplan square in central 
Stockholm they nazis marched to the 
South African Embassy chanting 
“Sweden for the Swedes” and 
“White revolution - no mercy” 
At the intersection of Flemmingatan 
and St Eriksgatan, the nazis 


encountered a loud protest by 
about 150 anti-racists. 

When they finally arrived at 
the South African Embassy, the 
SMR supporters held a rally 
against what they called “a 
policy of extermination of the 
whites in South Africa” Among 
the speakers was Kristian 
Nordvall, who claimed that the 
situation in South Africa was 
being ignored as opposed to, 
as he put it, the “alleged 
Holocaust”. 

Outside the embassy, the 
mob spat on and set fire to a 
South African flag before ending 
with chants of “Hail the AWB! Hail 
victory!” One SMR _ activist was 
arrested at the scene, on suspicion of 
assault, and the police also seized 
three anti-racists. The march gained 
the SMR _ welcome _ international 
publicity on nazi websites. 


FRANCE 


Far-right group in crisis 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net in Paris 


AN ANTI-ZIONIST political alliance 
has broken up following the miserable 
performance of its candidates in 
regional elections. 

Following their political adventure 
in last year’s European election, the 
protagonists of the so-called Anti- 
Zionist List — the Anti-Zionist Party 
(PAS), Egality and Reconciliation 
(E&R) and the black anti-Jewish 
“comedian” Dieudonné — promised to 
return in strength in the regional 
elections. 

Their ignorance of political realities as 
well as the effective work of anti-fascists 
in the Paris region soon put paid to their 
hopes and it did not take long for the 
first cracks to appear in this unstable far- 
right alliance. It appears that the various 
parties went their own ways leaving 
Dieudonné sulking in the corner. 

Paradoxically, the only force to emerge 
stronger out of the factional warfare was 
Kémi Seba’s_ viciously antisemitic 
Hezbollah-linked © Movement of 
Those Damned By Imperialism (MDI). 
The MDI had refused to join the Anti- 
Zionist List and was able to mop up its 
defectors such as Ginette Skandrani and 
Thomas Demada. 

At the beginning of 2009, E&R 
had promised to transform itself 
from being the personal think-tank of 
the right-wing extremist Alain 
Soral into a proper political group. 
By the end of 2009 E&R’s project was 
no further forward although its 
national coordinator, Marc George, was 
continuing to make some _ public 
appearances in a bid to raise funds. 

Relations between Soral and George 
were already cool when journalists from 


Le Monde revealed in February that 
E&R was planning to pay homage to 
Francois Duprat on 18 March, joining 
the long list of right-wing extremists 
who have laid wreaths on his tomb. 
Duprat, who was killed in a car bomb 
attack in 1978, was the fascist co-founder 
of the National Front and publisher of 
Holcaust denying magazines. 

Although just a few months earlier, 
E&R was happy to have one of 
Duprat’s former collaborators in its 
ranks and had even elevated him to 
its political “hall of fame”, Soral 
hurriedly wrapped himself in his 
dignity as “a man of the left” by 
denouncing any homage to Duprat and 
the decisions George was taking. 

That sparked off an internet war 
between George and Soral with 
numerous scores being settled on 
websites and fusillades of emails from 
both sides. The reasons for this clash, 
however, have less to do with placing 
wreaths on a grave than with George's 
rise in E&R. Soral feels that his former 
assistant has become awkward and has 
tried to sabotage the much-postponed 
congress that was intended to help 
E&R grow into a proper political party. 

A meeting of reconciliation between 
Soral and George was to have been held 
at the end of March. Since then there 
has been silence from E&R about the 
score settling that is still going on. 

E&R’s future looks very bleak, 
especially under Soral’s tutelage, and it 
would be no surprise if in the months to 
come one of its two rival camps turns to 
a National Front reinvigorated by its 
improved results in the March regional 
elections. <i 


GERMANY 
Anti-fascists 
stop nazi May 
Day marches 


From Michael Klein for 
Antifa-Net in Berlin 


POLAND 
Conspiracy 
theories and 
reconciliation 
inthe 
aftermath of 
air tragedy 


From Rafal Pankowski and 
Natasha Pankowska for 
Nigdy Wiecej and Antifa- 
Net in Warsaw 


MORE THAN 10,000 anti-fascists 
poured onto the streets of central Berlin 
on May Day to prevent a nazi show of 
strength. 

The humiliating defeat for the nazis 
followed calls by a broad anti-fascist 
alliance for mass civil disobedience, an 
action that determinedly went ahead 
despite a nasty tabloid media campaign 
predicting violent clashes and libelling 
anti-fascists as no better than nazis. 

The 10,000 anti-fascists, who included 
Wolfgang Thierse, the Social Democrat 
vice president of the Bundestag, the 


PRESIDENT LECH KACZYNSKI, who died in 
a plane crash in Russia on 10 April on his 
way to a ceremony marking the 70th 
anniversary of the Katyn massacre, was a 
controversial and divisive figure during 
his term in office. He alienated many, 
especially younger voters, with his 
anti-gay policies and nationalist rhetoric. 
His right-wing populist Law and Justice 
(PiS) party dropped to around 20% in 
the polls and he was facing defeat in the 
autumn presidential election. 

Paradoxically, on his death he united the 
previously bitterly divided Polish society in 
mourning. Thousands of people paid 
spontaneous tribute at the President's 
Palace, including many who would never 
have supported Kaczynski in life. 

Cracks in the national unity appeared 
when it was announced that the late 
President would be buried in Krakow at 
the national shrine in Wawel Castle, and 
several ad hoc street protests took place 
before the funeral. And there are fears of 
renewed social polarisation and a revived 
right-wing populist campaign in the run- 
up to the presidential election now 
rescheduled for 20 June. 

So far, wild conspiracy theories about 
the crash, which was probably the result 
of human error, have been largely 
confined to the lunatic far right. 
For example, the fascist National Rebirth 
of Poland (NOP) was quick to accuse 
Donald Tusk'’s liberal government of 
responsibility. 

The notorious far-right Radio Maryja 


German parliament, blocked the streets 
with sit-ins for several hours, forcing a 
mob of 650 nazis to return to their starting 
point after they had moved only 500m. 

Another group of 300 nazis tried 
to march “spontaneously” along 
Berlin's Kurfiirstendamm boulevard. 
The attempt turned into a hit-and-run 
action that ended up with the police 
arresting 286 of them. 

The dramatic reverse for the nazis in 
Berlin is significant. After the nazis were 
prevented from marching in Dresden in 
February, anti-fascists and__ political 
observers paid special attention to Berlin 
because stopping the fascists there would 
send an important signal of democratic 
strength and anti-fascist determination. 

The nazis staged May Day activities in 
seven cities and the Berlin march had 
been expected to be the biggest with up 
to 2,000 participants. Other nazi 
demonstrations took place in Rostock, 
Erfurt, Schweinfurt, Zwickau and 
Hoyerswerda. In Rostock, about 500 
nazis were met by an anti-fascist blockade 
that forced them to change their route. 


alluded several times to the crash as an 
alleged ‘coup détat” The same drivel has 
been promoted by Zdzislaw Krasnodebski, 
a previously respectable sociology 
professor at the University of Bremen in 
Germany, writing in the pages of Nasz 
Dziennik, Radio Maryja's daily newspaper. 

One radical right PiS MP Artur Gorski, 
gave a long interview to Nasz Dziennik 
soon after the accident, accusing Russia 
of planning it to stir up xenophobic 
emotions. 

Another far-right activist used a 
loudspeaker to harangue the crowds 
gathering outside the Presidential Palace, 
blaming the tragedy on a ‘conspiracy 
between Tusk, Obama and Putin” He 
narrowly escaped a lynching from furious 
mourners and was made to kneel and say 
prayers for the dead as an apology. 

Within hours of the accident, the 
Romanian-American rightwing activist 
lona Aurelian Rus started spreading 
conspiracy theories on the internet, 
claiming that “the plane might have 


been brought down by Russian 
electromagnetic weapons’. 
Time-honoured antisemitic 


explanations have inevitably appeared 
too. An article on the former Ku Klux Klan 
leader David Duke's website, written by 
one James Buchanan, stated: “Whenever 
politicians die ‘accidentally, __ it’s 
worthwhile to see if the deceased 
politicians had been doing anything that 
may have angered the Jews or the New 
World Order ... Kaczynski was not only 


Civil disobedience also stopped 350 nazis 
from holding a rally in Erfurt. 

In Schweinfurt, Bavaria, around 900 
nazis took part in a rally under the 
slogan — stolen from the left - 
“capitalism means war”. Among the 
speakers were the frequently convicted 
criminal thug Gottfried Kissel from 
Austria and the Swiss nazi Philippe 
Eglin, leader of the Basel branch of the 
Party of Nationally Oriented Swiss 
(PNOS). Another 900 nazis showed up 
in Zwickau and Hoyerswerda in Saxony. 

The Berlin debacle has caused much 
gnashing of teeth in nazi circles, with 
good reason. Two of their other main 
national street events, the Rudolf Hess 
memorial march in the Bavarian town of 
Wunsiedel and the glorification of the 
Waffen-SS in Halbe, cannot take place 
because of changes in the law and this 
year’s Dresden march was a shambles. 

Now their May Day activity in 
Berlin has also failed. However, anti- 
fascist campaigns will need stamina if 
they are to inflict a lasting defeat on 
the nazis. wt 


throwing a spotlight on a mass murder by 
Communists; he was throwing a spotlight 
on a mass murder by Communist Jews. 
... President Kaczynski had promised to 
go after Communist murderers, who had 
killed Poles during the long Communist 
occupation. Many of those war criminals 
were Jews, some of whom are still living 
in Israel or the United States.’ 

Marek Chodakiewicz, a US-based 
historical revisionist and an ideologue of 
the Polish far right, has also blamed 
Russia, writing: “Political assassination has 
always been modus operandi of the 
Russian authorities. ... Here we have a 
second Gibraltar’ a reference to the air 
crash that killed General Wladyslaw 
Sikorski, Poland's prime minister in exile, in 
1943. It gave rise to decades of conspiracy 
theories and a book by David Irving, the 
Holocaust revisionist writer, in 1967. 

It seems clear, however, that the 
tragedy will have a largely positive 
impact on the previously strained Polish- 
Russian relations. The humane reactions 
and goodwill from the Russian President 
and solidarity gestures from tens of 
thousands of ordinary Russians were 
widely noted and appreciated 
throughout Polish society. 

In another meaningful gesture of 
reconciliation, a leading Roman Catholic 
bishop, Jozef Zycinski, called upon Poles 
to help to clean the graves of Soviet 
soldiers who died to liberate Poland from 
Nazism during the Second World War in 
time for Victory Day on 9 May. 


International 


NETHERLANDS 


PVV ducks out of local government 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Amsterdam 


THE FREEDOM PARTY (PVV) has 
been accused of  shirking its 
responsibilities following local elections 
in March that left it the largest party 
in Almere. 

After the elections the PVV entered 
into talks with all other parties 
except Livable Almere, which 
denounced Geert Wilders’s party as 
fascist. Because the PVV stuck to its 
hardline campaign positions including 
banning headscarves, its plan for a “city 
commando” and further measures 
against supposed Islamisation, the 
parties rejected its overtures. 

Voters now accuse the PVV of 
walking away from responsibility by 
putting forward racist policies that it 
knew no sane party would back. 

In The Hague, where the PVV came 
second, the victorious Labour Party 
(PvdA) immediately excluded the PVV 
from the governing coalition, stating it 
could never work with a party that 
wants to ban Muslim headscarves in 
public buildings such as libraries. 
The PVV had also demanded a halt 
to building mosques and a ban on 
Islamic education. 

At party meetings, the PVV’s rabidly 
right-wing populist leader tried to limit 
the damage by stating that headscarves 
were not non-negotiable. This ploy 
failed leaving the party open to 
accusations of backing down on its 
election pledges. 

With opinion polls showing the PVV 
losing support, talks for a coalition in 
Almere have recommenced. During the 
negotiations Wilders, travelling under a 
false name, took a short break in 
Monschau, a small town in Germany’s 
scenic Eifel region. 

His cover was blown when he 
suffered a “small nervous breakdown’. 
When ambulances arrived at his hotel, 
German police ended up in a standoff 
with his bodyguards. This angered the 
mayor, Margareta Ritter, who declared 
uncompromisingly that “a person who, 
like Wilders, poisons the Dutch 
integration debate with right-wing 
populism and calls for a ban on the 
Koran, comparing it with Hitler's 
Mein Kampf, is not welcome in 
Monschau”. In an official statement 
she added: “Discrimination and racism 
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Monschau ayer Margareta Ritter told Wilders he was not welcome i in ev town 


do not belong here and freedom of 
speech has to be accompanied by social 
responsibility”. 

Wilders suffered another recent 
reverse when it emerged that the US- 
based Christian Action Network 
(CAN), which co-produced his new 
documentary film, Islam rising: Geert 
Wilders’s warning to the West, espoused 
extreme homophobic views. 

Wilders said he was aware that the 
CAN opposed gay marriage and 
disagreed with that view but added “of 
course, they can make a film about me”. 
One of the producers was then revealed 
to have made vicious anti-gay 
statements, including claims that 
gays are “perverts and child abusers 
who commit murders and spread 
frightening diseases”. Because of this 
embarrassment, the planned launch of 
the film in Los Angeles on 1 May was 
cancelled. Wilders rapidly withdrew 
from the project, hoping nobody would 
mention it again. 

Wilders has tried to maximise media 
coverage by revealing his programme 
piecemeal. At the end of March the 
PVV announced that it wants to deploy 
military police to combat criminal 
immigrants, strip them of Dutch 
nationality and send them back to their 


countries of origin. However few people 
took much notice. 

The press were more interested when 
Hero Brinkman, a PVV MP and former 
Amsterdam policeman, waved a 
sledgehammer at his next-door 
neighbour. Brinkman had previously 
assaulted a bartender in the parliamentary 
journalists’ café Nieuwspoort in The 
Hague and was forced to admit that he 
had a drink problem. 

The case brought a long history of 
conflicts and complaints to the police to 
light. As a _ result, Wilders has 
prohibited Brinkman from talking to 
the press and moved him lower down 
the candidates’ list for the parliamentary 
election on 9 June. 

The official launch of the candidates’ 
list may produce more negative 
publicity because despite heavy 
screening by the PVV and Wilders’s 
personal training of the candidates, 
some dubious characters remain. 

Number 5 on the list is Gide 
Markuszower, an extreme Zionist and 
spokesman of the Dutch counterpart of 
the Israeli right-wing Likud party. 
Markuszower wants to expel Jews 
from the Jewish community in the 
Netherlands if they agree with 
the conclusions of Richard Goldstone’s 


report of the UN fact finding mission 
on the Gaza conflict, which accused 
both the Israeli defence forces and 
Hamas of war crimes. Markuszower 
was also caught by the police carrying a 
loaded gun at a celebration of the 60th 
anniversary of the founding of Israel in 
Amsterdam in 2008. After these 
revelations, he withdrew himself from 
the list. 

Number 9 on the list, Mellony van 
Hemert, is little better. The publisher of 
her book about a notorious child 
murder withdrew it just before 
publication, not trusting its content. 
It then emerged that van Hemert had 
lied about being a psychologist and 
holding a doctorate in her CV on the 
PVV’s website. Within days she had 
withdrawn her candidature for “medical 
reasons” and refused to comment 
further, as did the PVV. 

The PVV would like to cross swords 
with the PvdA’s new leader Job Cohen, 
the former mayor of Amsterdam, in the 
contest for the Netherlands’ next prime 
minister. Cohen, who is likely to win that 
contest, is widely respected as a bridge 
builder between cultures but is also 
known as a hardliner on immigration, 
being the architect of immigration laws 
passed in the 1990s. ~= 


HUNGARY 


Right’s victory confirmed 


Janosz Malterik reports from Budapest 


THE HUGE MAJORITY won by Viktor 
Orban's national-conservative 
Fidesz-MPSZ party on 11 April 
was confirmed in the second round 
of the election two weeks later. 
The final results give Fidesz 263 
of the 386 parliamentary seats, 
the opposition Socialists 59 seats 
and, most notably, the nazis of 
Jobbik 47 seats. 

Sixteen seats will go to the liberal- 
green Politics Can Be Different (LMP) 
party and one to Oszkar Molnar, the 
racist extremist mayor of Edelény, 
who was excluded from the Fidesz 
list for making anti-Roma remarks 
that went too far even for Orban. 

Orban intends to use his party’s 
two-thirds majority to introduce 
constitutional changes. They may 
include reducing the number of 
MPs, butchering local government, 
facilitating dual citizenship for 
ethnic Hungarians resident in 
neighbouring countries and savage 
public spending cuts. 

Hungary's economy is on a 
precipice and a plunge into the 
kind of crisis affecting Greece is 
not unimaginable. At present, 
unemployment stands at 11.4% and 
the new government has asked 
the International Monetary Fund 
and the European Union, which 


arranged loans of £23 billion to 
prevent economic collapse in 2008, 
to approve an even higher budget 
deficit for the rest of this year. In 
return for the earlier loans the 
previous government promised to 
increase the retirement age, reduce 
the public sector workforce and 
raise taxes. 

Fidesz's answer to this mess, 
apparently, is to cut taxes for the rich 
and create a million new jobs over 
the next decade. Flexing his 
nationalist muscles in an early bid to 
undermine his Jobbik _ rivals, 
however, Orban has told the IMF 
and the EU that he will not be 
pushed around. 

Days before the second round 
ballot, tens of thousands of 
Hungarians, mostly Jews, staged a 
march against antisemitism along 
the banks of the Danube where, 
in the winter of 1944-45, the corpses 
of murdered Jews were thrown 
into the river by their fascist Arrow 
Cross murderers. The march 
also. commemorated the 66th 
anniversary of the herding of 
Hungary's Jews into ghettos but it 
was more than this, a signal that 
antisemitic and racist agitation from 
today’s Hungarian fascists will not 
go unchallenged. ~ 


International 


Alfio Bernabei 


FAR-RIGHT GROUPS welcomed 
the results of the country’s regional and 
municipal elections in March, won by 
the Northern League and _ Silvio 
Berlusconi’s People of Freedom party 
(Popolo Della Liberta), good guarantors 
on matters such as immigration and 
fascist historical revisionism. Now the 
neofascist outfits have switched their 
efforts towards gaining ground in the 
field of education. 

They have launched a _ massive 
campaign to win support for their 
candidates in the elections for university 
students’ representatives with a view to 
eventually gaining control of the 
National Council of University 
Students (CNSU). This body, which 
consists of 28 students elected every 
three years, has consultative power at 
government level with a say in many 
higher education matters, from the 
choice of text books to the distribution 
of public funds for various activities. 

The university environment provided 
fertile ground for the recruitment of 
extremists back in the 1960s. After the 
so-called Years of Lead, a period of 
socio-political turmoil that lasted from 
the late 1960s to the late 1980s, and the 
spate of terrorist activities in the 1970s 
and 1980s, there was a relative lull in 
this area. Neofascist recruitment 
switched to football terraces and the 
music environment of metal, punk and 
rock. Over the past few years however 
the far right has gone “back to school”. 
The renewed strategy is beginning to 
make significant impact. 

Last month neofascist students got 
on coaches from all parts of Italy for a 
national demonstration in Rome aimed 
at preparing the mood for the election 
of students’ representatives in every 
university. When a counter 
demonstration by antifascist students 
was announced the Home Secretary, 
Roberto Maroni, and DIGOS, the law 
enforcement agency that investigates 
sensitive matters related to terrorism, 
were forced to intervene to prevent 
incidents. The march through the 
capital by neofascist students was 
banned, but one in Piazza della 


Repubblica was allowed to go ahead. 
All the far-right parties and outfits 
were involved in sending their student 


nA 


Far right launches student campaign 


Blocco Studentesco and Casa Pound stage a joint sit-in in Rome on 7 May 2010 


supporters to Rome. Roberto Fiore’s 
Forza Nuova has a students’ wing called 
Lotta Universitaria, but also works with 
the more broadly based Lotta 
Studentesca; the former National 
Alliance Party continues to operate 
through Azione Universitaria; and the 
Movimento Sociale Fiamma Tricolore 
shares Blocco Studentesco with the 
better organised Casa Pound outfit, 
which refers to its members as “third 
millennium fascists”. As if this were not 
enough, Casa Pound has created yet a 
new students’ group called Giovinezza 
al Potere (Youth in Power) harping on 
“Giovinezza’, the title of one of Benito 
Mussolini’s most popular songs. 

Azione Universitaria is said to be 
close to taking control of Roma Tre, one 
of the three universities in the capital, 
which was traditionally held by the left. 
“Tt is because our members are the most 
active,” said one of its leaders. “They 
come in at 8 oclock in the morning, pin 
up notices on the day’s activities, then 
they start doing the leafleting; finally 
they put themselves at the disposal of 
students who need advice and are the 
last to leave in the evening.” 

These words could fit very well in the 
biographies of Fiore and Gianfranco 
Fini, the former leader of Movimento 
Sociale Italiano and now speaker of the 
Lower House. Both men’s political 
careers began in the milieu of student 
activism. Nowadays they appear to 
operate at different levels, sometimes in 
apparent antagonism, but are in reality 
part of the same strategy for the 
advancement of neofascism. 


Last month Fiore conceded, after the 
results of the March election, that his 
Forza Nuova programme is so close to 
that of the Northern League in 
Berlusconi’s government that “our votes 
get lost”. Is he giving up then? Not at 
all. His party’s wards keep increasing, as 
are the activities of his foot soldiers. 
The key aspect of the new strategy 
announced on the revamped party's 
website is mounting campaigns on 
specific subjects every six weeks. 
This means that, sticking to a calendar 
of coordinated actions, party members 
will appear on streets and piazzas with 
their stalls and distribute their literature 
to passers by on the chosen topic. 
The first one: the economic crisis. 
No surprise that on the poster announc- 
ing the day of action one reads “against 
usury”, a nazi antisemitic code word. 

Fini is busy with preparations to take 
over from Berlusconi. He has set up a 
“cultural foundation” called Farefuturo 
(Make the future) to gather forces from 
rightwing intellectuals and the media; 
he is cultivating a wing of about sixty 
sympathetic neofascist MPs while 
Azione Universitaria is advancing 
among students. The impotent leftwing 
opposition is applauding his efforts to 
get rid of Berlusconi. They forget he 
was a fascist for 27 years of his life. 
He knows best. He never forgets 
to send out signals to Fiore and the 
“third millennium fascists”. When two 
months ago he reiterated his right to 
speak up and disagree with Berlusconi 
he quoted a poet. Who did he choose? 
Ezra Pound. ~= 
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Thompsons’ staff on the HOPE not Hate bus outside Congress House. 


Thompsons has a proud history of working with the trade unions 
to defeat racists and fascists. 


We are proud to have sponsored the HOPE Not Hate bus. 
Proud through the involvement of our staff to have played a part 
in kicking the BNP out of Barking & Dagenham and Stoke. 
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Actors from The Bill (above left) and 
Hollyoaks (above centre) join the HOPE not 
hate bus tour (above) Billy Bragg out 
campaigning on election day 
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